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Welcome to Lillevik
Thank you for staying at Lillevik! We have done our best to make sure you have a nice stay.
The agency (Lofoten Vacation) will help with everything you need, but we (the owners) have
made this guide to help you get the most out of your stay.
This guide contains a lot of information about the house, the area, things to do, etc. Some of
the information is also on the website: https://lilleviklofoten.no
If you have any questions, if something is not working, missing or broken – or just seems a
bit strange: Please contact Lofoten Vacation. They will help as quickly as possible.
If you break something: Don’t worry! But please tell us. We have great (and expensive)
insurance, so we really just want a chance to fix it before the next guests arrive.
If you have any suggestions for something (anything) to improve at Lillevik, please let us
know.
Enjoy Lillevik and Lofoten!
Martine & Christian
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House rules
Be nice! 🙂
We have spent over two years completely rebuilding the house, and we hope you will help
us keep it in good condition.
The rest of the rules are quite simple:
•
•
•

Smoking is not allowed indoors. If you smoke outside: Please leave no trace.
Pets are not allowed.
Parties and events are not allowed.

Please take off outdoor shoes in the hall/entrance, and place extra dirty shoes outside the
entrance door.
Be very careful if you have shoes with spikes: Always take them off outside. They punch
holes in the floor and destroy the electrical floor heating.
Skis, bikes, etc. should be kept in the shed or in the basement. The basement entrance is on
the opposite side of the house. Same code as on the key box.
The latest version of this house book is always available at
https://lilleviklofoten.no/lillevikhousebook.pdf
This version was updated in November 2022.
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Contact information
Agency:
Lofoten Vacation
Sandveien 35
8360 Bøstad

Owners:
Martine Løvold & Christian Løverås
Kastellhagen 2
1176 Oslo

Phone: (+47) 41 13 09 44
post@lofotenvacation.com
lofotenvacation.com

Christian: (+47) 91 16 16 91
Martine: (+47) 91 11 90 02

Lillevik
Årstrandveien 663
8314 Gimsøysand
hello@lilleviklofoten.no
https://lilleviklofoten.no

Social media
Lillevik is on Instagram: @lilleviklofoten
If you want to tag Lillevik, please use #lilleviklofoten.
There is a geotag for Lillevik too.
Lillevik is also on Facebook: facebook.com/lilleviklofoten
If you want to check in on Facebook (it’s great if you do!),
please use “Lillevik Lofoten”.
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Emergency poster
Emergency phone numbers:
Fire: 110
Police: 112
Medical: 113

kartverket.no

for Lillevik

Fortell hva det gjelder og si følgende:
Min posisjon er:
68 grader 19 minutter 48 sekunder nord
14 grader 5 minutter 30 sekunder øst
Min vegadresse er:
ÅRSTRANDVEIEN 663 i VÅGAN
Mitt sted er:
Årstrandveien
Min matrikkeladresse er:
55/30 i VÅGAN

Min UTM-posisjon: Sone 33W Ø 462575 N 7579942
Min posisjon i desimalgrader: N68.3301° - Ø14.0918°
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After your stay
First of all: Thank you for staying at Lillevik - we hope you had a great stay!
Before you leave:
- Please follow the guidelines from the rental agency.
- Make sure you remember to bring all your belongings.
- Remember to store the barbeque, garden chairs, etc. in the basement.
If you have any suggestion for things we can improve, tiny or big, please let us (the owners)
know. Some previous suggestions that have helped guests: Microwave oven, toaster,
stepping stool, and tips for where to fish.
If you can take a few minutes to write a review of Lillevik, we greatly appreciate it!
Booking.com (if you booked there):
https://bit.ly/3TLt6ml

AirBnb (if you booked there):
https://bit.ly/2YK4K5s

Lofoten Vacation (if you booked there):
https://bit.ly/3mHZPtq

Google (open for everyone):
https://bit.ly/3aEuT7L
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Local news and tourist info
The official tourist website for Lofoten: https://lofoten.info
Visit Norway (Lofoten and everything else): https://visitnorway.com
Some more links here: https://lilleviklofoten.no/adventures
There are some local newspapers, all in Norwegian:
Lofotposten, for all of Lofoten: https://lofotposten.no
Våganavisa, for Vågan county (Svolvær, Henningsvær, Gimsøya, etc): https://vaganavisa.no
Lofot-Tidende, for all of Lofoten: https://lofot-tidende.no
NRK Nordland, the local news from the national public broadcaster: https://nrk.no/nordland
Events: Facebook events is quite useful: https://www.facebook.com/events
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House basics
The land around Lillevik

You are welcome to walk around everywhere you want on the land around Lillevik. The map
above outlines the borders of the land, around 92,000 square meters.
Please do not drive anywhere except on the road and the parking space across the road.
Please do not enter any other buildings than Lillevik.
When there is green grass on the fields, please take care not to trample it down. Try to
follow the same path every time.
The farmer who manages the fields for us needs the grass to feed the sheep. Lillevik’s fields
helped him double the number of sheep to 400.
If you find plastic or other garbage on the beachfront or anywhere else, it’s great if you can
place it in the trash can – thanks! See also: https://cleanuplofoten.no
If you see sheep near Lillevik, they have escaped from a nearby farm. Please try to see which
color the ear tags have, and let us (the owners) know – thanks!
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Electricity and lights
Electricity is relatively cheap in Norway, and Lillevik’s LED lamps use very little power. It is
fine (and completely normal in Norway) to keep (some of) the lights on even when you are
not in the house.
The outdoor lamp by the entrance has a light sensor, so the switch should always be on.

Heated floors

The temperature of the heated floors (both bathrooms and the entrance hallway) can be
adjusted by pressing “^” and “v“ to set the temperature and then “<>” to confirm.
If the current temperature is lower than the specified temperature, the current temperature
is shown with a red dot indicating that the floor is being heated up to the specified
temperature.
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Electrical heaters

🔥 Very important! 🔥 Never ever hang anything over the ovens or
cover them in any way – they run very hot, and you will cause a fire.
Electrical ovens are not the same as radiators, they run much hotter.
Things will catch fire!

The temperature of the wall-mounted electric ovens can be adjusted up and down by
pressing “+” and “-“.
The specified temperature is always displayed, and a red light indicates that the oven is
“working”.
•
•

Too cold?Press “+” to set your desired temperature. Since the heaters have
thermostats there is no point in setting a super high temperature to “speed it up”. It
will get to the specified temperature as fast as possible anyway.
Too hot? Press “-“ to lower the temperature. You can also open a window. The
heaters only heat, they do not cool. If you set a low temperature, it is equal to
turning the heater off, as the thermostat will never “kick in”. There is no reason to
turn the heater off with the on/off switch, or to unplug it. Please don’t.

If you need to dry your clothes, there is a dryer in the basement. And there are clothes lines
on between Lillevik and the red shed. There is also a clothes rack in the basement, which you
may bring outside if weather allows.

12

Water
The tap water is from our private well up by the foot of Hoven (the mountain). There is no
public water company at Gimsøy,.
Lillevik has a top quality water purification system, new in 2022.
The water is safe to drink. We still recommend buying drinking water, since the water quality
varies during the year, depending on how much rain there has been, etc.

Please limit water usage
Since water supply is limited (depending on rain) it’s important to limit water usage. Avoid
super long showers, use the “half” button on the toilets, use a fast/eco program on the
dishwasher, etc.

Hot water
If the house has not been used for a while, the water heater may be off.
The heater is in the basement and is easy to turn on: Flip
the black lever on the large switch in the corner behind
it (so it shows “1” instead of “0”).
The hot water is ready for use in about 45 minutes, and
the heater is “smart” so it never runs out of hot water.
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Main water valve
If the house has not been used for a while, the water may be turned off.
The main valve is in the basement, in the corner near the water heater. To turn on the
water: Turn the red lever so it points in the same direction as the pipe that comes out of the
wall.

Water pump
If the house has not been used for a while, the water pump may be off.
It is in the basement, next to the water heater, and is easy to turn on: Press the “power”
button:
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House practicalities
Parking

Please park on the opposite side of the road in front of the “Lillevik P” sign.
The farmer that rents the fields around Lillevik sometimes needs to drive the tractor on
Lillevik’s gravel “driveway” to get to the fields.
If you drive on the grass/dirt in front of the house, it can become very muddy and bad. The
grass takes several months to grow back.
There is room for (at least) two cars:
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Groceries, café and gas/petrol/diesel

Gimsøy Landhandel (country store) is 7 km from Lillevik. They have a wide selection of
groceries, including local products, some fishing and camping supplies, and also a cozy café
with lunch, coffee, waffles, cakes, etc. There is both indoor and outdoor seating at the café.
The store is very important for Gimsøy, and we recommend buying all groceries there. If you
can’t make the opening hours, Tony (the owner) lives above the store and can probably help.
Send Gimsøy Landhandel a message on Facebook, or call/text the number below.
It's also possible to pre-order groceries, and have everything delivered in the fridge for a
modest fee (we will give them the code to the keybox). Very useful if you arrive late, after
opening hours.
There is both gas/petrol and diesel pumps, only open during the store’s opening hours.
Opening hours (at the time of writing): Monday-Friday: 10-18. Saturday: 10-16.
https://gimsoylandhandel.no
Statsveien 676, 8314 Gimsøysand
(+47) 997 78 751
gimsoy.landhandel@snarkjop.no
Grocery stores open on Sundays: Joker in Henningsvær, Kiwi in Svolvær, Extra in Kabelvåg
and Bunnpris in Leknes.
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Wireless network and internet
Network name (SSID): Viktun
Password: lillevik
Scan this QR code to be automatically connected:

The access points are in the living room above the fireplace, and at the top of the stairs.
The internet is via radio link, since there is no phone cable or fiber network in the area.
Lillevik has the maximum available speed: 70/10 Mbit.
Sometimes (during very bad weather) the internet connection may disappear for a few
minutes. This is normal, for all the internet company’s customers, and the glitches are
usually quite short.
There is a 4G/5G mobile antenna by the golf course, 2 km from the house. With the Telenor
network the connection in the house is normally very good, but not with the Telia network.
If you use Telia and have an iPhone you can activate Wi-Fi calls as described here:
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT203032
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Laundry: Washing and drying clothes

There is a new (2022) Bosch washing machine in the basement.
There are clothes drying lines outside, between the house and the red shed.
Please note that if the tap water is colored and of poor quality, we recommend not washing
white clothes, as they can “pick up” some color. Not permanently, but still.
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Stereo system

The vintage Tandberg TR-200 (from 1974) in living room works, but there is no FM or AM
radio transmissions in Norway, just DAB. You can use the stereo with your own audio source:
With the cable or wirelessly with Chromecast.
Wirelessly with Spotify (or another app):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Make sure your own device is connected to the “Viktun” wireless network.
The Tandberg’s “TAPE MONITOR” button (in the middle) must be selected (pressed in).
Start playing in a Chromecast compatible app (like Spotify) on your device.
On your device: Select “Lillevik Sound System” as output device.
Adjust volume on your device and/or the Tandberg.
Please do not reset and/or reconfigure the Chromecast.

With cable:
1. Unplug the 3.5mm phono cable from the Chromecast (the black, round “puck”)
a. The cable may already be unplugged and may have fallen down behind the
Tandberg somewhere.
b. Do not unplug the cable from the back of the Tandberg.
c. Do not unplug the Chromecast’s power cable.
2. Connect the same end of the cable that was plugged into the Chromecast to your
phone/device.
a. Your device is now connected via cable to the Tandberg.
b. If you do not need the Apple adapter, please put it in the shelf above the radio,
and put it back on the cable when you leave. It’s easy to lose, and surprisingly
expensive.
3. Start playing on your device.
4. Adjust volume on your device and/or the Tandberg.
So, the cable from the Tandberg should now go to your phone, not the Chromecast:

Adapter for iPhone and iPad (please don’t lose it):
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Spotify playlist
We have made a Spotify playlist with some music by Norwegians from northern Norway, in
Lofoten, Bodø, Tromsø, etc. It’s called “Lillevik Lofoten”, and you can scan this QR code:

It’s a bit of everything, and by no means a coherent mixtape-like playlist.
The two most famous local artists are probably Sondre Justad from Henningsvær, and Kari
Bremnes from Svolvær.
If you like a song you can check out the artist’s other songs, or try the “Go to song radio”
feature to hear similar songs:
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Fireplace
You are welcome to use the fireplace – all year.
Please don’t burn paper, cardboard, etc. It creates a lot of
ashes, and the soot blackens the glass.
To light the fireplace
1. Open the door with the lever on the right-hand side
2. Place 2-3 small logs in a little stack
3. Place 1-2 “firestarters” (in the “Diplom-Is” box next
to the fireplace) at the logs’ base
4. Light the “firestarters” with a match
5. Keep the door slightly open until the logs are
burning well
6. Close the door with the lever
7. When the logs have almost burned up:
Add 1-2 new logs
Firewood
-

-

You can buy firewood at the Gimsøy Landhandel
grocery store (we have tried to provide firewood
free of charge, but some guests really like the
fireplace, so we now ask guests to buy firewood).
You can also buy firewood from us, see the
“Emergency supplies” section.
Please buy more “firestarters” if needed (don’t use paper).
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Binoculars
We have bought some quite nice Nikon 10x42 binoculars that you can use:

Please take very good care of them:
• Try not to touch the glass.
• If the glass has been touched: Gently wipe with a slightly moist soft fabric – never
with paper.
• Use the little Nikon carrying case if you take them with you.
• Put them back in the shelf in the living room before you leave.
There are also some old and terrible binoculars, but that’s mostly for decoration.
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Garbage and recycling
There is a garbage can by the entrance. Please use the plastic bags and tie them closed. The
garbage can will be emptied by the rental company after you leave.
If you buy large 5 liter drinking water cannisters: Just leave them in the hallway, and the
rental agency will remove and recycle them after you leave.
Bottles and cans marked with “2 PANT”, “3 PANT”, etc as shown in the photo can be
returned in all grocery stores to get the deposit back (2 NOK and 3 NOK).

At Gimsøy Landhandel you just give the empties to the cashier, and they deduct the deposit
from your payment. In other, larger stores, there is a recycling machine, which gives you a
receipt to give to the cashier.
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Garden
Lillevik has a nice garden, with a “picnic area” with sturdy wooden benches and a table. They
are heavy and not super comfortable, but they are semi-stormproof, which is important.
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There are also eight new (2022) garden chairs. They are stored in the basement. Please
remember to put them back there, otherwise they will blow away in the next storm.
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There are two hammocks to hang between the trees. They are also stored in the basement.
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There is a trampoline in the garden. It is a bit old and rusty, without a safety net or padding,
but it should be in good working order.

You can use the trampoline as much as you want, and you are of course completely
responsible for your own and/or your kids’ safety.
Please don’t remove the orange straps. They prevent the trampoline from blowing away in
storms. The trampoline has already “escaped” once.
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Barbecue

There is a nice Weber charcoal barbeque grill available, stored in the basement.
Please buy charcoal and lighting fluid (and food) at Gimsøy Landhandel.
How-to (just in case):
1. Check the weather forecast for wind (and rain).
2. Place the barbecue outdoors(!) away from anything that can catch fire.
3. Remove the lid and the cooking grid.
4. Fill charcoal up almost to the level of the cooking grill.
5. Put the cooking grill back on.
6. Pour/spray lighting fluid on the charcoal. Around ¼ bottle is probably ok.
7. Wait one minute, then light the fire.
8. Wait 30-45 minutes for the grill to be ready for cooking.
9. Cook, eat, etc.
10. When the grill is completely burnt out and cold, please put it back in the basement.
Please don’t cause a fire.
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Bikes for guests

So far we only have two guest bikes. They are in the red shed. The code on the door is the
same as the keybox.
We are looking to buy more bikes, and in the meantime you can borrow our (the owners’)
bikes. We have 7-8 simple, old bikes in different sizes. The bikes are in the barn. Please text
or call us if you want to borrow bikes, and we will send you the code to the lock.
Some simple rules to keep the bikes in good shape:
• Inflate the tires if needed. Riding with low tire pressure can cause punctures.
• Only ride on roads. When riding on gravel roads: Be careful.
• Be smart.
Please let us (the owners) know if there are any problems with the bikes.
Thanks!
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Storage for bikes, skis, etc
Please use the basement, and the door facing away from the road (towards the sea). It is
locked with a small padlock. The code on the lock is the same as the keybox.
You may also use the red shed, but the door has no lock.
Be smart, and please clean up before you leave.
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Riding past the golf course at 01:30 in late July.
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Boathouse and terrace
The boathouse’s little terrace is nice for watching both the midnight sun and northern lights.
The boathouse is not really for guests, but if we are not in the white house next door
ourselves: Send us a message (SMS), to check if it’s OK to use it.
You can use the boathouse terrace without asking.
You are welcome to bring the garden chairs down to the terrace. Please remember to put
them back in the basement.
Please leave everything at least as nice as before you were there – thanks!
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Summer.

Winter.

38

Almost midnight sun at the boathouse.

Sunset at Hov beach.
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Light bulbs, etc

There are some things in the cupboard above the stairs.
Please notify the agency if there are some things missing, or something that needs fixing.
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Workshop

There is a workshop in the basement, with a home-built, sturdy table for doing simple
repairs and various fixing.
There are some standard tools:
- Hex keys
- Screwdrivers
- Hammer
- Wrench
- Pliers
- Iron for waxing skis
- Etc
Please try to leave the workshop in even better condition than when you arrived - thanks.
If you need some kind of workshop supplies, these stores may be useful:
- Gimsøy landhandel (oil and other basic supplies)
- Clas Ohlson, Svolvær (from home decor to tools and workshop supplies)
- Byggmakker, Svolvær (building supplies, gardening equipment, etc)
- Biltema, Svolvær (a kind of superstore for everything, mostly their own brand)
- Mekk, Leknes (similar to Clas Ohlson)
- XL-Bygg, Leknes (similar til Byggmakker)
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Emergency supplies
Since some things can be hard to get hold of when you need them, we have some
emergency supplies in the basement.
You can take what you need, replace the items with exactly the same items, and not pay
anything.
And you can buy these items by paying with Paypal (cl@superelectric.net) or
Vipps (91 16 16 91).
Item

Description

Red wine
White wine
Sparkling wine
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Dental floss
Shower soap
Toilet paper
Firewood
Batteries

Casamatta Rosso
Meinklang Grüner Veltliner
Delorme Cremant de Bourgogne
Jordan Individual Clean Soft
Solidox Total Beskyttelse
Jordan Expand
Lano mild og kremet dusjsåpe
Lambi (pack of 4 rolls)
60 liter pack
AA and AAA, price per package of four
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Price in
NOK
150
160
180
50
40
50
30
50
100
60

Wine info and prices from Vinmonopolet (https://vinmonopolet.no), so you can see that
wine really is expensive in Norway:
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Kitchen

The kitchen and all appliances are from 2020 or newer, and we have done our best to offer
everything you need. Please let us know if something is missing or broken.
The switch to the light above the kitchen counter is by the stairs. There is a motion detector
under the cupboards near the fridge, so you may have to wave your hand under the
cupboards to turn on the light. You can also turn the light off with the motion sensor.
Dishwasher:
1. Add one detergent brick to the small compartment in the door.
2. Turn on the dishwasher.
3. Select program.
4. Press start.
5. Close the door.
6. The red light (a dot on the floor) indicates that the dishwasher is running.
Cooking top: There is a safety device (required by law) on the wall under the cupboard
above the cooking top. It detects heat and beeps if there is a problem. The instructions are
taped on the inside of the cupboard door. We have had the local electrician check it twice in
2021 because guests thought it was faulty, but it really does work as it should.
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Photos of everything in the kitchen (July 2022):
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Microwave oven

There is a microwave oven (new in 2021) in the cupboard above the fridge.
There is no power in the cupboard, so you must move it to the kitchen counter to use it.
Please be careful.
Also: Please put it back when you leave, thanks!
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Coffee machine

The coffee machine is a Moccamaster (new in 2022), top of the line.
To make coffee:
1. Fill cold water reservoir to the desired level, with fresh cold water.
2. Place filter in the filter holder.
3. Add the appropriate amount of coffee (75 grams for full 1.25 litre brew)
4. Place the filter holder on the bracket.
5. Place glass jug, with lid, on the hot plate.
6. Switch the power switch to the “on” position.
7. The brew process will quickly begin; water will be brought to boil, rising through the
brewer across the outlet-pipe and into the filter- holder. Brew process is complete in
4-6 minutes, with a temperature of 92-96°C.
8. Enjoy
Please remember to turn the coffee machine off, even though it turns itself off automatically
after 40 minutes.
The glass jug and the plastic parts are dishwater safe.
Please unplug the coffee machine when you leave the house.
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Waffle maker

Waffles are popular in Norway. You can make your own, and eat them with what you want:
- strawberry jam
- strawberry jam and sour cream
- brown cheese
- brown cheese and strawberry jam
- butter and sugar
- just butter
Make the waffle batter
1. Buy waffle mix at Gimsøy Landhandel (if there is already
waffle mix in the house, please buy a new one later)
2. Pour the waffle mix in a bowl
3. Add 1 liter of water (see the package for details)
4. Mix until even
Make the waffles in the waffle machine
1. Place the waffle machine on the metal part of the kitchen counter (easier to clean)
2. Connect the power cable to the wall socket
3. After a few minutes the green light will come on
4. Open the lid and add one scoop (maybe 2 dl?) of batter
5. Wait until the green light comes on
6. Open the machine – your waffle is ready!
Please clean the waffle maker after use.
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Weather
Gimsøy, and Lofoten in general, has a coastal climate. Because of the golf stream, it is
warmer than the geographical location indicates, but still quite cold. There can be very
strong winds at any time of the year.
The most used weather service in Norway is Yr: https://yr.no
Search for “Pannsarholmen” on yr.no (or in the Yr app), that’s the rock outcrop in the sea
just 100 meters from the house.
If you go on a hike: Be prepared for sudden weather changes. It’s a good idea to bring warm
clothes and rain gear, even in summer. Don’t get in the news because you have to be
rescued by the local volunteer-based rescue corps (there’s no guarantee that they can help).
Historical temperatures for 2019:

Hoven in July.
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Hoven in March.

Hoven in November.
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Northern lights

Northern lights (aurora borealis): From September 21 to March 21 it is dark after 18 (6pm),
and good conditions for northern lights. It is most commonly observed around 22-23 at night
(10-11pm) and may appear any time it’s dark.
There are many apps that try to predict aurora borealis, but the best strategy is to simply
look and wait when there are no clouds. The light can appear and disappear in a few
minutes, and also quite quickly vary in intensity.
Lofoten Vacation (the agency) has a northern lights message service – contact them to sign
up for alerts.
All the northern lights photos here are taken on Lillevik’s land.
Photo tip: ISO 2000, 6 seconds and f/5, with a tripod. There is a tripod in a drawer in the
cabinet in the living room.
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Midnight sun

Midnight sun: From May 24 to July 18, but it’s of course very long days both before and after
these dates too.
The Vinje beach, near the grocery store, is a good place to watch. There are fewer people
than at the camping site at Hov beach.
The tiny hills at the Hovsund intersection, just 700 meters from Lillevik, is also a good spot,
and just a short walk.
And, of course: It’s also nice to hike up to Hoven (the mountain next to Lillevik) and see the
midnight sun from there.
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Vinje beach.

From the tiny hills.

61

Midnight sun at Hoven.
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Activities and adventures

You can do all pretty much all kinds of activities and adventures.
Lofoten is an all year destination: Hiking, kayaking, climbing, fishing, skiing, surfing, diving,
golfing, mountain biking, horse riding, yoga, etc.
On “Adventures” on the website we have collected information for an active stay in Lofoten.
XXLofoten (xxlofoten.no) is a good place to start.
It’s of course also completely possible to do very little, and just relax. Lofoten is perfect for
that too.
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Lofoten code of conduct
This is important:
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Ramberg beach.

View from Lillevik’s boathouse.
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Ramberg beach seen fromn Nubben (240 m).

Ramberg beach seen from Moltinden (696 m).
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Private beach

There is small (and a bit rocky) beach down by the boathouse, and the size varies greatly
with the tide. There is a “path” through the seaweed for fast and efficient bathing in the cold
water.
In summer the temperature is 12-14°C (53-57°F), and in winter 6-8°C (43-46°F).
Tips for bathing in the winter:
1. Don’t go alone
2. Wear thick wool socks or neoprene booties (or similar)
3. Wear a warm hat
4. Bring something to stand on when changing to dry clothes/shoes
Since the beach is only 100 m from Lillevik, it may be smart to just change in the house and
walk fast or run to/from the beach - with good shoes and a warm jacket.
There may be no seaweed or lots of seaweed at the beach, depending on the recent
weather.
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Beaches at Gimsøy

Some nice beaches at Gimsøy:
1. Hov beach: White sandy beach next to Hov gård and the camping. Be aware of the
sewage outlet slightly past the left (west) side of the beach.
2. Turtle beach: Small beach between black rocks. Two of the rocks “fit together” and
look like a turtler if seen from the road.
3. Vinje beach. Long beach near the grocery store. Parking, toilets and café when the
grocery store is open.
4. There are several beaches on the small islands outside the church.
5. A small “secret” beach. Use Google Maps’ satellite view to find it.
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Vinje beach (Vinjestranda): The largest and probably most beautiful beach at Gimsøy. It’s
next to the grocery store and café. With the right conditions, it’s possible to surf there.
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Kayaking

There are many nice places to kayak in Lofoten, and several places to rent and go on guided
tours.
Please be aware that the weather changes quickly, and the cold water is a very serious
problem if you capsize. A rule of thumb: If you are more than 200 meters from the short,
you will not make it there.
We strongly recommend to go on a guided tour with a professional, local company.
Kayak rental/tours:
https://www.xxlofoten.no/kayak-trips/
https://www.northern-explorer.com/summer/tours/c-kayaking/
https://kayaklofoten.com
https://lofoten.info/en/summer/Kayak
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Laukvikøyene naturreservat (the Laukvik islands nature reserve).

Matmora (789 m) in the background.
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Lyngvær.

Hoven (368 m) far in the background.
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Lillevik kayaks
If you are an experienced kayaker with a license, we have two old, but solid Hasle Excursion
kayaks that you can borrow (unless we are using them ourselves):
• Kayak
• Paddle
• Life west
• Spray hood
We can of course take no responsibility for your safety, so use of the kayaks requires that
you know what you are doing, and that you are aware of and accept the risk (you can die(.
Before use:
• “Book” by contacting us in advance. SMS is best.
After use:
• Put the kayaks back in the boathouse, as you found them
• Clean the saltwater off the life vests and the spray hood (in the shower)
• Hang the vests, etc. back in the basement

Lillevik’s own little beach.
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Skiing

Lofoten’s unusual weather conditions and snow conditions require knowledge for safe
skiing. It’s not like the alps. We recommend hiring a local guide, who knows the area and
also the season’s conditions. See “Adventures” on the website for links.
Buy the book “Lofoten: Skiing in the Magic Islands.” It
contains 51 ski touring guides, in English. Make sure to get
the newest edition from March 2020.
This book is essential, and is sold at Klatrekafeen in
Henningsvær, Rødsand Libris bookstore in Svolvær (across
from Rema), and some other shops. Also available online:
https://nordnorskklatreskole.no/shop.html
There are also two small ski “resorts”, that are open when
conditions allow:
Kongstinden alpinsenter, in Svolvær:
https://lofotenalpin.no
Stamsund Alpinsenter, in Stamsund: Facebook: “Lofoten
Snowboard & Alpinsenter”
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Geitgaljartind. It’s 1085 meters and has a fantastic view.

Geitgaljartind: The last stretch.
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Geitgaljartind: View towards south.

Geitgaljartind: The south gully. A classic.
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On the way up to “975” (Blåskavltind).

Skiing down from “975” (Blåskavltind).
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Skiing down from Runtdtind/Rundfjellet.,

Matmora, the upper part.

79

Skiing conditions are not always great.
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Lillevik, etc. seen from Hoven.

Hamnøy.
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Fishing boats in Henningsvær harbour.

Fish drying racks in Henningsvær.
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Boat rental

There is a boat for rent (independently of Lillevik) in Hovsund, 2 km from the house.
It is an Øien 620F (20 feet) with 60 hp engine and room for up to 8 people.
It is an open boat, with lots of deck area and high freeboard, and well suited for fishing on
the open sea – but not in rough weather, of course.
The price (in 2021) is 1800 NOK + fuel for one day, including life jackets and GPS/fishfinder.
Contact information: (+47) 957 84 681
https://www.hovsund.no/en/boat-acitivites/
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A small beach on the little islands outside Gimsøy church.

The same beach, from the other side.
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Lyngvær.

Lyngvær.

89

Hov farm and riding tours

Hov gård (Hov farm), next to the camping and the beach at Hov, offers guided riding tours
on “viking” horses.
There is also a café/restaurant, open 09:00 – 22:00 every day (kitchen: 12:00 - 21:30).
https://hovgard.no
+47 975 59501
info@hovgard.no
Tore Hjorts vei 471, 8314 Gimsøysand
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Golf course

The Lofoten links golf course is 3 km from Lillevik. It has 18 holes and is normally open from
May to October and is open 24 hours in the summer.
https://lofotenlinks.no
(+47) 76 07 20 02
info@lofotenlinks.no

Photos on this page: Lofoten Golf Links.
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View of the golf course, and Vesterålen in the background, at 01:18 in late July.
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Wildlife near Lillevik and at Gimsøy

Sea eagles: Can reach up to 240 cm (95 inches) wingspan. They are very common,
sometimes fly right above the house, and often sit on the rocks by the sea and on the small
hills over by the lighthouse.
Otter: Quite common. They hunt in the sea and live/relax up near the foot of Hoven.
Otters leave distinct tracks in the snow, and also create “paths” in the grass in summer, and
in the snow. Otters can be difficult to spot in the water, but sometimes eat their catch on
rocks near the shore.
Porpoises (a type of dolphins) can sometimes be spotted in the bay between Lillevik and the
lighthouse.
Seals often relax on the small rocks over by the other side of the bay.
Ravens: They like it in the Hoven mountainside. If an eagle approaches them, they will make
a lot of noise.
Heron: Usually stands in the shallow water by the shore, waiting for a fish to swim by.
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Fox: There are some foxes at Gimsøy, and at least one of them often visits the Lillevik area.
Look for fresh tracks in the sand or snow by the boathouse.
Owl: It sometimes hunt at nightfall and fly around and around in the same pattern looking
for mice. It is a rare sight.
Moose: Usually seen near the Gimsøy church wood area. Sometimes one or more will swim
across the Gimsøy stream (yes, with the large bridge) or at Sundklakk. It is quite common
around Lyngvær, further east.
Weasel: A very quick and curious creature, that is useful because it eats mice. Unfortunately
they also like to be indoors, and stash food. Don’t let it come indoors.
Other birds: Lots! Gimsøy is a nature reserve with a unique landscape, and very popular
among birdwatchers. We recommend John Stenersen’s book “Fugler i Lofoten”.
Otter track:
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February.

Snowstorm.
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February.

After a snowstorm (or between two storms).
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Hamnøy.

Kvalvika, seen from Ryten.
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Things to do
There are a lot of things to do all year: See the links on the “Adventures” page on the
website, and the “Hikes” section in this guide.
We have bought some guide and tourist books that we like and recommend that guests buy
for themselves:
• «Lofoten guide» (English)
• “Lofoten: 50 flotte turer I verdens vakreste øyrike» (Norwegian)
• “Lofoten: Amazing adventures in the world’s most beautiful archipelago” (English)
• “Lofoten: Skiing in the magic mountains” (English)
• “Wanderen auf den Lofoten” (German)
• «Birding the Islands a Birwatchers’ Guide to Lofoten and Vesterålen» (English)
Please do not take any of the Lillevik books out of the house.
Instead: Take photos with your phone of the pages you need to take along.
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Gimsøy sights
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hov and Vinje beaches.
Hikes: Hoven (368 m) and Storknubben (599 m, also called Nordheia)
Gimsøy church – also a great spot for looking for sea urchins, sea shells, etc.
The fish drying racks at Hovsund, and towards Hov beach.
The “Pøbel” house, with a full wall streetart by Pøbel: “Butterfly”(400m from Lillevik).
Hovsund: Walk on the pier out to the lighthouse.

Midnight sun at the turtle beach.
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Fishing
You can fish anywhere you want in the sea. Tourists are only allowed to use handheld tackle.
Lakes and rivers may require a permit.
Some fish species have a minimum size. Examples: Cod: 44 cm, haddock: 40 cm, sea trout:
30 cm, halibut: 80 cm. For the best information, please see:
https://www.fiskeridir.no/English/Fishing-in-Norway/Minimum-sizes.
Fishing spots at Gimsøy:
• Under the Sundklakk bridge, on the Gimsøy side.
• Under the Gimsøystraumen bridge, on both sides, but mostly on the Gimsøy side.
• On the outside of the pier at Hovsund harbour.
There are many bridges on E10, and it seems that all of them are popular fishing spots.
You can also rent a boat in Hovsund harbour to go fishing.

Sundklakkstraumen bridge.
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For kids (mostly)
Riding tours: https://hovgard.no/en/riding-tours/
Hiking with goats: https://www.airbnb.com/experiences/1250620
Husky dog tours (all year): https://www.facebook.com/riebanhusky/
Aalan farm: https://aalan.no
Kayaking for families: https://en.xxlofoten.no/familiepadling/

Easy walks
Drive to Sydalen and Brenna and walk the road along Sunnlandsfjorden.
Drive to Haukland and walk the gravel road around to Utakleiv (hitchhike back to the car).

Rainy days
Lofotr viking museum: https://lofotr.no/en/
Lofotmuseet: https://www.museumnord.no/en/lofoten-museum-coastal-works-museum/
Lofoten aquarium: https://www.museumnord.no/en/lofoten-aquarium/
The Espolin gallery: https://www.museumnord.no/en/our-venues/the-espolin-gallery/
Also: Check Facebook for local events.

Lofotr.
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Henningsvær: Things to do

There are a lot of restaurants and cafes in Lofoten. Here are some of our favourites.
Henningsvær is a popular place to visit, probably a “must”, and most shops and cafés are
open every day. The drive to Henningsvær takes about half an hour.
Festvågtind (541 m): A nice, steep 2-hour hike with great view of Henningsvær and more.
http://www.68north.com/outdoors/hiking-festvagtind/
Trevarefabrikken: Café/restaurant, coffee shop and concerts/events. Sauna with a view.
https://trevarefabrikken.no
Lysstøperiet (the candle factory): Café.
https://facebook.com/henningsvarlys
Klatrekaféen (“The climbing café”): Pub/café/restaurant, sometimes concerts.
https://nordnorskklatreskole.no
Kaviar factory: Art gallery and shop.
https://kaviarfactory.com
Vidar Lysvold’s photo gallery and shop
Dreyersgate 54. Phone: (47) 959 00 391
Mors hus (“Mother’s house”): Interior shop with some souvenir possibilities
Dreyersgate 73. Phone: (+47) 472 55 875
Drops (“Candy”): Interior shop with some souvenir possibilities
Dreyers gate 9. Phone: (+47) 948 60 514
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Running, cycling, surfing
Strava (strava.com) is pretty good for finding local routes for different activities. Below are
some examples.

Hovsund round (running)
4.3 km on a mix of paved roads and gravel, under the “hjeller” (fish drying racks) and
through the cabin village. Around half-way you get a nice view of Hov beach. This map also
shows the hike up to Hoven.

Around Hoven (running)
7.2 km on 50/50 paved road and trail. Goes through the nature reserve, on narrow trails. It’s
not marked. Clockwise: Run on the road past the golf course, and take the gravel road after
the very slight downhill around 3.5 km. Then follow the most used trail.
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Gimsøy round (cycling)
This is a flat 15 km route on paved roads around Hoven and the nature reserve. Good for
both cycling, running, roller skiing and whatnot. Very few cars, especially on the west side.
Goes by the grocery store and café.

A longer alternative: The same as the Gimsøy round, but includes the east part of Gimsøy. 4
km is on E10, with much more traffic. An alternative is to stop at the Gimsøystraumen bridge
(when going clockwise), and turn back there.
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Surfing
The most famous: Unstad. Both Loften Surfsenter and Unstad Arctic Surf have lessons and
rentals.
There is a surf spot on Vinje beach (Vinjestranda), near the grocery store. It’s not as famous
or spectacular as Unstad, but increasingly popular.
Tony, the owner of Gimsøy landhandel (the grocery store) offers parking, has put up an
oudtoor shower and a toilet, and you can of course visit the café and/or buy groceries too.
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Unstad: Surf lessons for everyone.
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Places to eat
There are many places to eat in Lofoten. Here are some that we would recommend our
friends, both for the food and for the place itself.
This page was updated July 2022, but things may already have changed when you read this.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Gimsøy Landhandel: Cozy local café in the grocery store. Many locals meet here for
lunch, and there is served dinner once a week (check which day).
https://www.gimsoylandhandel.no
Restaurant Lofotmat (Henningsvær): According to (some) locals: The best food in
Lofoten. https://www.lofotmat.no
Lysstøperiet (the candle factory, Henningsvær): Café in the middle of Henningsvær,
the best spot for people spotting. https://facebook.com/henningsvarlys
Klatrekaféen (“The climbing café”, Henningsvær): Pub/café/restaurant, sometimes
concerts. https://nordnorskklatreskole.no
Trevarefabrikken (Henningsvær): Café/restaurant, coffee shop and converts/events.
Sauna with a view. https://trevarefabrikken.no
Tobiasbrygga, Henningsvær: Right on the harbour, withg nice outdoor area:
https://en.tobiasbrygga.com
Feskarheimen, Henningsvær: Upscale restaurant with nice terrace:
https://www.facebook.com/feskarheimen.restaurant
Lofoten gårdsystery (near Unstad): Farm café, cheese factory and shop:
https://lofoten-gardsysteri.no
Unstad Arctic Surf (Unstad): Café/restaurant at the surf center:
https://www.unstadarcticsurf.com/services/food
Hansines bakery (Nusfjord): Old, cozy bakery and café.
https://www.facebook.com/nusfjordbakeri/
Furu hostel: Nice “organic-style” café at the hostel. Great outdoor area near the
sea/lake. https://furuhostel.com
Æ Elska Pizza, Skårungen (Kabelvåg): Pizza restaurant and café at the camping,
relaxed atmosphere: https://www.facebook.com/elskapizza
Solsiden Brygge (Ballstad): Excellent, and also a bit pricey. https://www.solsidenbrygge.no/mat-drikke
Du Verden (Svolvær): “See and be seen”? https://www.duverden.no/svolvar/
Bacalao (Svolvær): Known for their .. bacalao! https://www.bacalaobar.no
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Catering / private dining
If you are traveling in a large-ish group, Lofotmat in Henningsvær may be able to offer to
make dinner for you at Lillevik. The food is fantastic, and since you can buy your own
drinks/wine/etc ther total price is probably lower than eating in a restaurant.
Contact Siv Hilde, the owner and certified master chef: http://www.lofotmat.no

112

Siv Hilde in action in Lillevik’s kitchen
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Driving on E10. Hoven in the background.

In a tunnel on the way to Unstad,

114

Henningsvær seen from Festvågtind.

Lillevik in November.
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Help, we only have 24 hours!
Really?! Ok, this is a really packed schedule, but it may work, at least for the summer when it
doesn’t get dark. Maybe it can also work as tips for multiple daytrips. Map:
https://goo.gl/maps/EbLcueJX1hdRhzjn6

1. ⚡ Start very early! Bring food and drink, and dry and warm clothes, both for weather
and to change after the hikes.
2. Gimsøy
a. 👀 See the Hov and Vinje beaches
b. 👀 See Gimsøy church
3. 🚗 Drive E10 east, and then to Henningsvær (30 minutes)
4. ⛰ Hike to Festvågtind (541 m, 2 hours) near Henningsvær
5. 🌊 Quick post-hike swim/dip at the Engøysund bridge?
6. Henningsvær
a. 🍽 Lunch at Lysstøperiet
b. ☕ Coffee at Trevarefabrikken and/or Klatrekafeen
c. 👣 Walk around a little: Lysvold’s gallery/shop, the Kaviar Factory
d. See “Henningsvær: Things to do” a few pages later.
7. 🚗 Drive E10 west (towards Å) to Haukland beach (1 hour)
8. ⛰ Hike to Mannen (400 m, 1.5 hours) between Haukland and Utakleiv beaches
9. 🚗 Drive E10 west (towards Å) to Nusfjord (30 minutes)
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10. 👀 Visit the Nusfjord fishing village
a. 🧁 Buy some bakery stuff at Hansine’s bakery
11. 🚗 Drive back to E10 and westwards
12. 👀 See the Flakstad and Ramberg beaches
a. 🧇 Buy some waffles from the old couple running the kiosk at Flakstad beach
13. 🚗 Drive E10 west (towards Å) to Reine (30 minutes)
14. 👀 Stop at Sakrisøy: Classic photo ops: Hamnøy fisherman’s cabins and the yellow
house
a. 🍽 Hungry? Eat at Anita’s Seafood at Sakrisøy (speciality: fish burgers)
15. ⛰ Hike Reinebringen (448 m, 2 hours)
16. 🚗 Drive E10 east (towards Svolvær) to Ballstad (1 hour)
17. 🍽 Dinner at Solsiden Brygge in Ballstad (reserve in advance)
18. 🚗 Drive E10 east (towards Svolvær) back to Lillevik
a. Recommended: Scenic detour around Kvalnes (20 minutes extra)
b. Bonus: 👀 Visit Unstad to see surfers (20 minutes extra + stop). If you do,
take the gravel road up on top of the tunnel, that’s the best view.
c. Bonus: 👀 Visit Eggum (20 minutes extra + stop)
19. ⛰ Hike to Hoven (368 m, 1.5 hours) and see the midnight sun from the top
a. Or see the midnight sun from the Vinjestranda beach
20. 🍹Drinks at Lillevik?
The math:
• Driving: 6 hours (lots of things to see while on the way)
• Hiking: 7 hours (less if you’re fast)
• Lunch, dinner and short-ish stops for coffee, etc: 5 hours?
• Various stops to see things, take photos, etc: 3 hours?
• Total: Maybe around 22 hours?
Good luck! 😅
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Sunset near the turtle beach.

Geitrams.
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A fishing boat near Stamsund. Ureøran, a challenging hike, in the background.

Birch trees.
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Hikes
There is a lot to choose from! See the guide books for the best information. Some hikes are
extremely popular, like Reinebringen in Reine and Djevelporten (the devil’s gate) in Svolvær.
It’s no problem to go on hikes where you are alone all day, if you want. See the guide books
for the best information.
Here are some hikes we like, and that we recommend to our friends – and you.
See also the «Adventures» section on the website: https://lilleviklofoten.no/adventures/
When going on a hike: Consider bringing:
• Dry, warm and windproof clothes so you can change at the summit, and stay a while
• Binoculars
• Food and drink

Hoven (368 m)

The hike up to Hoven takes 30-45 minutes and the 360-degree view is fantastic. Bring your
binoculars and some snacks (and maybe warm and windproof clothing) and enjoy the view.

120

In summer, Hoven is a great place for watching the midnight sun. It is also possible to bring a
tent and spend the night there. Remember to not leave any trace. Also remember that it will
be sunny and “warm” all night.
Hoven hiking guide: http://www.68north.com/outdoors/hiking-hoven/
From the parking area, walk south towards the maintenance building for
the golf course (looks like a small airplane hangar). Walk to the backside of
the building and you will see the trail immediately behind it. [The gravel
road continues on past the building, and you can take this, but it will make
picking up the trail again a little more difficult.]
Leaving the road, the trail first wanders through flat, boggy ground for
several hundred meters before it begins to rise. By now any wandering
paths should have merged into one and you follow the clear route heading
west up the mountain. There are a few small rocky steps here and there,
but for the most part the trail is quite easy and dry by Lofoten
standards. After 45 minutes – 1 hour you should be enjoying the view at
the top.
If visibility is poor, be mindful of the sheer cliffs to the west of the summit.
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Storknubben / Nordheia

Another fantastic 360° view of Gimsøy and the area around it, including east to
Gimsøystraumen. The lower plateau is easily accessible and has some boulders to climb on
too. 2-3 hours. https://www.rando-lofoten.net/en/english-topos/346-storknubben-hike
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Festvågtind
A classic near Henningsvær. Around 2 hours. Start early or late to avoid crowds. Afterwards
you can go for a swim/dip on the left (east) side of the Engøysundet bridge, then eat
somewhere in Henningsvær. https://www.68north.com/outdoors/hiking-festvagtind/
Nice to combine with sightseeing and lunch in Henningsvær.
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Bonus: “Torsketunga” (the cod’s tongue):

A small rock outcrop, and worth the 30 minute detour from Festvågtind. Check a good map
and you will figure out where it is. There’s no real path, some rocks are loose, and it’s quite
exposed, so be smart. Skip it unless you know very well what you are doing.
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Offersøykammen

Popular and easy hike near the tunnel under Nappstraumen, with a great 360° view towards
Haukland, etc. Nice to combine with the beaches at Haukland, Vik and Utakleiv. Around 1
hour. https://www.68north.com/outdoors/hiking-offersoykammen/
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Mannen

Between Haukland (pictured) and Utakleiv beaches, and near Offersøykammen. 1-2 hours.
https://www.68north.com/outdoors/hiking-mannen/

View towards Unstad.
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Ryten and Kvalvika

One of the most iconic Lofoten views is from the mountain Ryten down towards Kvalvika
(literally “the whale beach”, because whales sometimes beach here).
The hike from Fredvang up to the “photo spot” in Ryten takes ~2 hours, then ~1 hour back
down. It’s also possible to walk down to the beach, or hike Kvalvika from Torsfjord..
Hiking tips: https://www.68north.com/lofoten-hikes/hiking-ryten/ and
https://www.68north.com/lofoten-hikes/hiking-kvalvika-beach/
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The classic “Kvalvika seen from Ryten” shot.
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Behind the scenes at Ryten’s most popular photo spot.

129

Middagstind

The tallest mountain visible towards west from Lillevik, since Haveren (808 m) is hidden. At
707 m it’s a quite long hike (3-4 hours), but definitely worth it! Fantastic view of Gimsøy, and
also westward. Bring clothes, food, etc. so you can stay a while at the summit. Our favourite.
https://www.rando-lofoten.net/en/hiking-to-middagstinden
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Gimsøya seen from Middagstind.
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From Middagstind towards Eggum.

Kleivan from Middagstind.
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Vinje beach at 01:30 in late July.

Vesterålen seen from Vinje beach.
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Vinje beach in March.
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Getting around: Maps and distances
See the website for more details and links to Google maps:
• Location: https://lilleviklofoten.no/location/
• Travel: https://lilleviklofoten.no/travel/
There are few alternatives to the main road E10, so if you must be somewhere at a specific
time: Leave early in case there is an accident, slow drivers, etc.

Svolvær airport
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Svolvær center/Hurtigrute

Henningsvær
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Leknes airport

Unstad (surfing)
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Utakleiv and Haukland beach

Nusfjord
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Moskenes and Å
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(A blank page in case we need to add something later)
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Winter light.
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Brrrrr..

Morning swim.
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